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15" January 2010

Dear Parents,

We have now just about started to relax and
enjoy the start to a new term and a new year here at St Mary’
Hall. What an exciting and challenging start to 2010 it has be
| know that many of you have had a great deal of worry about
problems the cold winter weather has caused at the airports, |
traln stations and on the roads. The good news is that everyo

i has now safely returned to
school — and we even have thr(i
new boarders who have joined
our community. Aitana came to visit us for a weekend last
term and enjoyed the experience so much that she is now
one of us full time. She has fitted in as if she has always
been here. Timi came to visit his big brother last term and is
now a member of our youngest boarders’ dormitory — again,
already settled and happy in the boarding routines. We also
welcome Robert, who is enjoying the transition between day
school and boarding — and is even coming for the whole
weekend this week! It is a real testament to all your child
that they make newcomers so welcome they wish to beco
a part of the group, and Mr Hughes, Mr Stokes and | are
proud of them.

We are also delighted tc®
welcome our new
Boarding Gap Tutors,
Miss Reynolds from
Australia, Mr Daiber
from Germany and
Miss Lyons, who is an old pupil of Stonyhurst who
missed it so much she wanted to come back and work
with us! We are still awaiting the arrival of Mr Cleary
from New Zealand and hope that he will be joining us
very soon. Mr Ogarno has now recovered from an
interesting night spent in Madrid airport and he, Mr Pageis
and Miss Hubard have helped to settle the new staff intol#
the boarding routines.




equipment they needed, and some feeling very
homesick, having just
enjoyed a wonderful
holiday with family and
friends. It has taken a
little while for us to get
things back on an even
keel, and to see all the
happy smiling faces we are used to, appearing around the boarding
gallery once more.

That is not to say that all was doom and gloom — far from it. The ten
intrepid boarders who made it through the snow on time
for the first night back started off with some outdoor fun.
We wrapped up warm and Mr Page led the very first
snowball fight of term (under strict health and safety
guidelines, of course!). The first week was an interesting
mixture of normal school and early home times, with the
winter weather throwing everything it could think of at
us. We managed to pack in a bit of sledging
fun, on a hill known in the Stonyhurst
community as “Paradise.” From the smiles and
delight of those returning from the expedition, it seems
that it was well named.

Sunday was also a terrific day out, as we went to the
Circus Pantomime at Blackpool Tower. A visit
to Blackpool Tower itself is always great fun,
with an adventure play area, a whole host of
exhibitions, an aquarium and a terrifying glass floor
to the upper levels, where some of the boarders
decided to do “the worm” over the
380 ft drop below the “Walk of
Faith.” The boarders loved the
circus pantomime which made up
for what it lacked in plot with terrifying
acrobatic stunts and corny and hilarious
comedy. It was Ricardo’s birthday so
he was singled out for special attention
from Mooky the Clown, as was Yoma,
whose birthday was on Monday, the very next day.
I've never seen so much popcorn, ice cream and
candy floss consumed in one session, but the
children still managed to stuff in pizza and chips for
tea. |think we had to agree to suspend our “healthy
eating” policy for one day only!

Monday was Yoma’s birthday, but

aside from the celebrations that this

entailed, it was “business as usual”
at school, with the
weather relenting
enough for us to
return to normal



school hours and to evening activities. The Rudiments pupils are studying hard for their
examinations at the start of February, and we are putting on extra revssmnsen

boarding in the weekends and in the evenings. Some of our 11+ students have also had a
busy work week, with both Alex and Danny taking scholarships this week.

We will have some time to relax this
weekend, with a Blandyke, where
hopefully some of out brothers and sisters
from the College will come and join us for
Mass and lunch and some family time.
We hope that you also have a relaxing
weekend and a good week ahead.

This comes with best wishes from all of us at Saint Mary’s Hall,

Ruth Hughes
Director of Boarding



