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Dear Parents, 
 
As we come into the last couple of weeks of term, both tiredness and excitement are 
beginning to filter into the atmosphere here on the Boarding Gallery.  The bug I wrote 
of last week, causing coughs and colds in many of our boarders, and causing a few 
overnight visits to the College Medical Centre, has taken its toll on energy levels, but 
we are all now back at SMH and starting to feel much better. 
 

Last weekend was very exciting for 
everyone.  I mentioned in last 
week’s letter that the touring visit 
of St John’s Beaumont was 
looming large on our sporting radar 
– and it was not a disappointment!  
Three of our children took part in 
last week’s swimming gala 

competing against 
 SJB on Saturday: Annabel, Jaime, and Molly; and the 
majority of the rest of the boarders went across to the swimming pool to cheer them 

on!  Unfortunately, the SMH team did not win, but they 
tried very hard, and everyone enjoyed the event.   
 
This put more pressure on our rugby team, who would 
face St John’s the following morning.  There was much 
speculation after Mass, 
when the St John’s boys had 
been observed closely, as to 
whether our boys were 
bigger or stronger than 

theirs, and we all went out on the fields to watch, warmly 
wrapped up against a rather miserable and cold Sunday 
morning. 

 
The match was fantastic.  The 
boys fought like tigers in the cold and mud, battling up 
and down the pitch, determined to gain possession of the 
ball.  Our opening try came from Favour, after the ball 
was beautifully set up by the SMH forwards.  Buoyed by 
this success, SMH fought even harder in the wet, sticky 

conditions.  Another try late in the second half 
produced a final score of 10 nil, and the first 
victory for SMH against SJB in nine years!  There 



was a great atmosphere at lunch time, and our returning heroes were 
loudly cheered as they joined us for a 
well-earned Sunday roast. 

 
We then set off 
towards 
Blackburn for an 
afternoon’s ice-
skating.  Despite 
the huge meal we 

had just eaten, everyone found room for chocolate 
and fizzy drinks, and displayed acrobatic talent of 
varying degrees, as we skidded and 
slipped across the ice.  Several of our 

boarders had never skated before, and were very nervous about their first 
attempts, but those with more experience offered advice and a steadying 
hand, and soon everyone was off, even if they needed to clutch the edge 
for reassurance at first.   

 
The highlight of the whole afternoon for some 
of the Figures boys was, not the skating, but 
the interest they attracted from a group of girls 
from another visiting school.  Lots of laughing 
and joking and, I believe, some phone 
numbers were exchanged.  I was glad to see 
our SMH young ladies behaved with more 
decorum. 

 
On Monday, with the return of our weekly 
boarders, the final votes were cast in the 
election of a new and exciting Boarders’ 
Committee.  (Full boarders had voted on 
Saturday afternoon.)  The children on this 
committee will share some of the same 
privileges and responsibilities as those on 
the School Committee, but it has been 

specifically designed so that the boarders can have a more active say in the 
decision making affecting their lives, such as the choice of weekend boarding trips 
and the decoration of their immediate environments. 
 
Considering that all Rudiments boarders stood for election, and the six candidates 
were elected solely on votes cast by the boarders, it is a very representative group, 
including a weekly boarder and full boarders; new boarders and those who have been 
here for a long time, a foreign-
language speaker, overseas boarders 
and boarders who are from the UK.  
Hopefully, they will be able to bring 
forward the ideas and wishes of the 
others and help to build our boarding 
community into an even more 



forward thinking and representative place to be.  Congratulations to Madeline, Jean-
Tristan, Rhianna, Anne Marie, Mark and Sebastian. 
 
This week we have already started talking about and planning for the Christmas 
decoration competition to take place in our dormitories, as we want things to look 
special when many of our parents join us for the Parents’ Weekend.  We have another 
busy weekend planned and will let you know what happens on our expedition to York 
Dungeons on Sunday.  We hope that you are all well. 
 
 
With best wishes to you all, 
 
Ruth Hughes 
Director of Boarding 


