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Dear Parents,

It has been a busy and exciting first weelk

for us here at St Mary’s Hall, with so
many new experiences to absorb and new friends to ma
| know from the many emails and phone calls | have
received during the week, that already you are missing
children, and hoping that they are settling down well at
school. Whether your child is a returning boarder, who I
¥ gone up to a new year group and is facing greater N
. challenges in their academic, sporting and extra curricul.
lives; or whether your child is boarding for
the first time, | know how difficult it is to
leave the task of caring for their needs to
someone else. We recognise the
responsibility of the trust you have put intc
us and will do our very best to make sure
your child is well looked after, cared for
and happy.

We have been extremely lucky with our
new Gap Boarding staff, Miss Baier, Miss Byas and M
Shaw and Mr Rohayem, who join the experienced tea
. of Mr Cleary, Miss Reynolds and Mr Flanagan to help §
~give your children such a comprehensive range of
~ support and care in everything that they do. They are
~* wonderful, enthusiastic young people from all over the
world: Germany, Australia, New Zealand and the UK,
'y i united by their enthusiasm for life, and the desire to
| work with and help young people.

We also feel very lucky with our boarders, both new and returning.
They are such amazing young people, arriving together from such diverseocbacksyand
cultures, and learning to get along, help one another and become friends. Our boagling ai
of tolerance, empathy and independence are already being realised positaie attitudes
N j Hr and | was delighted when, at our tr?

to Bowling on Sunday, both the
venue manager and one of the
members of staff came up to me to
congratulate me on bringing such g
well mannered and delightful groupjs
- of children. Considering how new
they were, | think their efforts do
you, as parents, great credit.




Well, | am sure that you are dying to know
what they have been up to during the week §
and | am going to make this newsletter a
bumper one, full of photos so that you can §
for yourselves how busy and happy they ha
been. | know in the evenings, when they ar
tired and missing home, you sometimes gg
tears at the end of the day. This is norma
and we can expect many children to be

homesick for the first couple of weeks. It
doesn’t mean, however that they are not
enjoying themselves and learning a great deal.

After you left them on the first day, we played sonss
name games before heading into tea and then

upstairs for our first night in boarding. Everyone
had finished unpacking so we were able to have a
game of football as well as relaxing on the boarding
galleries. There were a few tears but generally the
children were too excited to feel homesick. Although

was the first day we were able to :
participate in one of the more enjoyabF

boarding traditions — it was George’s
birthday on his very first day, so we ha
a birthday party up in the boarders’ |
kitchen.

The next morning dawned bright and
s early. The new day children were
havmg their first induction day, and teachers we? S
preparing classrooms downstairs, but the new a#
returning boarders had a full day of activities
prepared. We went for a walk down to the Hodg
River, where many of us paddled and everyone
learned to skim stones. Mrs Cathcart and Mrs
Garlington got everyone set up on the
computers with new email addresses and
passwords for the school intranet. There w
an art session and introduction to activities
with Mrs Hines, and a sports induction with
Mr Walter. By the time we settled into
boarding activities and got the returning
boarders unpacked, everyone was tired anc
ready for bed.

teachers and classes to get to know.
Figures and Upper Elements childre
took CAT tests but there was also
plenty of time for sport and other
lessons, whilst the rest of the school
V. went straight into lessons after
assembly and Mass.




By Saturday afternoon everyone was ready for
some sport followed by relaxing boarding time.
There was so much going on — rugby, netball,
hockey and art, before ICT, more sport and
some serious watching of television! No
wonder we were ready for another delicious tea
prepared by Mr Winckley and his team. Then
showers, phones, and down to the Centenaries
Theatre for tuck and our fabulous Saturday night movie,
Furry Vengeance. We hadn’t had time for our dormitory
tidiness marks to begin, but there were a few special
awards of coca cola for those who had made a real effort tg &

organise their belongings tidily. Well done to Neamh, Sofi
Juan S and Alex.

activity time, before we changed for our new 9.30 weekly
Mass in Saint Mary’s Hall chapel. We missed walking a
to meet the College pupils in St Peter’s, which is being
- restored, but there was something very special about

. preparing our first Mass ourselves. | found it hard to
believe that the children who served and read so well
were new, and many of them reading in their second
language.

After a delicious Sunday roast and vegetables, follow
by gateaux, we prepared to leave for our bowling trip.
We decided to mix up the groups and ge
to know some of our boarding brothers
and sisters we hadn’t spent much time
with, and the day was a great success.
Behaviour was excellent and | was so
impressed with the way that boarders w
had not been bowling before were _
encouraged and supported by their mores,
experienced friends. There was huge

delight whenever anyone did well anc

get a few sweet treats and drinks.

- We returned for tea, studies and letter writin
in the Ref, before toast, cereals, boarding
activities and bed.

w ”'. Monday was another fun day, with
g birthday parties to conclude it.
Congratulations to Temi and David.

Siblings have been regularly visiting
from the College, helping their little
brothers and sisters to settle into the nq
routines and not feel so far from home.
We are now settling into the routine of



school and our new boarders and gaps are becoming more confident and
really beginning to enjoy boarding life. It's not always easy to organise
oneself, and to work at forming new friendships, and there are bound to
be days when life seems an uphill struggle, but the children are
reassured, in the words of Father Howell, “God loves you even more on

the bad days” and the smiles we see suggest that the good days have
really begun!

We are all really looking forward to our trip to
Blackpool Pleasure Beach next Sunday, but even
before this, we will be hosting the Oratory School
for our Saturday night movie, and our Rudiments
pupils have all been invited to a party on Saturday
night. | will be emailing our Rudiments’ parents
separately about this event, to see if you would
like your child to attend.

In the meantime, if you have any concerns or questions
about your child, please don’t hesitate to contact me at
r.hughes@stonyhurst.ac.uld hope that you have a
lovely week, and that you enjoy the photographs of
your child and their new boarding family. |
have tried to include as many photographs as
possible this week, but please forgive me if

your child does not feature in a clear

photo in every newsletter. | will do my

best to show everyone on a rotating

basis.

Best wishes from all of us at Saint
Mary’s Hall.

Best wishes from all of us at Saint
Mary’s Hall.

Ruth Hughes
Director of Boarding






