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Dear Parents,

Pl = gy |
In the first letter of the new term, | would like to 5] R

wish you all a very Happy New Year. | know the
most of you have had a wonderful time over
Christmas — because your children have told us
about it! The Boarding Gallery is once more full
of noise and bustle, and your homes must see
very quiet and peaceful once again. It was hea
warming to see the children return, so excited tg
see one another, and to settle into their new
dormitories. Just before we broke for the
holidays, everyone had filled in a form to say :
whether they were happy where they were, or if
they wanted to move, so we have had something of a
shuffle around; most children have been delighted with the
opportunity to get to know a few others a little better,
whether or not they have moved themselves, or had others
come into their dormitories.

We have a new boarder, Mark, who has settled in so
quickly it seems as if he &7
has always been here.
is a real credit to our :
Figures boys that they ?"'
can so quickly include a @
new boy into their peer group and make him feel so
welcome. We have also had a few visitors, trial
boarding; or sleeping over when attending school trip
and they have all reported how happy they have bee
be included in our Boarding Family and how welcome
they have been made to feel.

There have been several improvements in the dormitories themselves. &/maleyv

been painted over the Christmas break, and the very youngest of our boardeeghave s
their dormitories transformed with new play mats, toy boxes and brightly colawged r
This gives them somewhere special and age appropriate to retreat
to if they wish to escape the sometimes lively community life in

the sitting rooms.

The children are also delighted with their
new drinking bottles. We were tired of

running out of disposable cups on the >
Boarding Gallery, and so each of the childri:,

\




chose from a selection on non-spill cups and bottles which were then engrévétewi
names. This means that they no longer have to trek to the Sitting Rooms éthey g
thirsty at night, and we can also be a little more environmentally fiiend|

Two of our new Gap Tutors, Mr Gandar
and Mr Smith, have arrived and are
already proving very popular with the
children. Our remaining Gap, Miss
Broomhall, should be with us next week,
and her arrival is eagerly anticipated by all.
They have helped Miss Moeller, Miss
Mansfeld, Mr Stokes and Mr Mercer to get
our evening activities going once more,
and the children have quickly settled back
into their routines. The girls were quick
off the mark to reintroduce their Friday night dancing, whilst the boys’ passtba at
moment seems to be practising circus skills at every given opportunityiculzaly the
diabolo.

The first weekend back was busy
and full of fun. After a Saturday
afternoon of Art and Football,
followed by our movie Mr. /
Magoorium’s Wonder Emporium i
the Centenaries Theatre, we head:s
off to bed, for Sunday was to be a
busy day. Not only was it Yoma’s ¥ ol == :
birthday, which we celebrated in style, but we had an aII -day
trip planned to Blackpool Tower and a Circus Pantomime.

The weather was not on our side, and our warm clothing provess
superfluous to requirements, as the cold wind the children ha N
been told to wrap up against was so strong t
tower top was closed to the public. The

were so many fabulous things to do inside!
viewed the Aquarium, played on games in thg
arcade, went on the slides and climbing areas
the Jungle Jim’s fun park, went round the
exhibitions, saw a tea dance in the ball room and

chilled out in the café. When the time came for the pantomime to

start, children had to be peeled away from

their fun activities — but they didn’t stay

disappointed for long. Not only was there

candy floss and ice cream available, but the

show was truly amazing, combining the skill

of circus performance with the comedy of

clowning and an original interpretation of Aladdin, complete with
cries of “It's behind you!” and “Oh no he wasn’t!”. For many of
our overseas boarders, this was their first experience of a
professional pantomime, and they loved it!




In the dark of the end of a well-spent day, we
drove home to face a full Sunday roast, a small
party to end Yoma’s birthday perfectly, and a
well earned sleep before the new school week
began.

The excitement continued on Monday for the
Rudiments boys in St Ed Campion, as they had won the
Tidiest Dorm competition last term and were about to
get their reward — a trip to the cinema to ¥es Man

They came back buzzing with coca cola, laughter and
popcorn. Mrs Miller said they had been a real pleasure
to take out and enjoyed themselves so markedly that all
of the other dormitories have been remarkably tidy ever
since!

On Tuesday night, the girls
had a manicure and hair-
dressing session, whilst the
boys relaxed in the dorms, or
played with their toys!

Wednesday evening saw the
commencement of our new
Gap evaluation Groups. The
children came up with their own
names for their mixed age-group groups, in which they consider how
the week has gone, set themselves personal targets and generally
support one another, over a nice bar of something chocolaty in the Ref.
This week the theme was “Quant Je Puis” where everyone discussed
what this school motto “As much as | can” meant to them personally,
and how it could and should affect them all as a community. We then
went upstairs to tidy drawer and cupboard space in the dorms. It's amazing how much
disorder can build up over the course of a week if you don’t check carefully!!!

Friday was evacuation day for our Lower Elements
Children, as they headed off to Stockport Air Raid
Shelter with Mrs Twigg. They had a fascinating day
learning all about what life would have been like for
children during the Second World War and thoroughly
enjoyed dressing up according to the period, complete
with gas mask boxes.

We do hope that you have a fantastic weekend, as we

look forward to sibling visits over Blandyke, a walk to

the Hodder River, and a disco on Sunday evening, organised by the extremely
professional Boarding Committee.

With best wishes to you all,

Ruth Hughes
Director of Boarding



