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12th December 2008 

 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
The last two weeks of term have whizzed by in a blur of activity – and suddenly here 
we are, at the start of the Christmas Holidays.  By now your children will be safely 
home with you, and I am sure you will be up to date 
with much of the news from St Mary’s Hall.  This 
letter comes to wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas, and a peaceful New Year, and to give 
you a retrospective glance at what your children 
have been up to recently.  Hopefully some of these 
photographs will provide memories of some of the 
happy times. 

 
In the penultimate weekend, we had fun making 
Christmas decorations in Saturday activity time, all 
ready to decorate our dormitories; before heading off 
to York to do some Christmas shopping.  It was a 
long journey to York by coach, but we were looking 
forward to 
visiting the 
Christmas 
markets in this 

beautiful mediaeval city.  One of our more 
terrifying activities had also been planned – a visit 
to the York dungeons! 

 
Several of the younger 
children took one look at the 
entrance and said 
immediately, “We’re not 
going in there!” so they 
headed off to visit York Minster with Mr Pendleton instead.  The 
rest of us decided we were brave enough to face whatever came, 
and went inside.  There were lots of scary exhibits, and we met 
actors playing 
characters from history, 
learning quite a lot 

about the doings of the past.  The Gap staff, 
totally unafraid, held a lot of hands, and 
gave a lot of hugs, but we all managed to 
emerge unscathed.  
 



We then headed off for some serious shopping – 
although once again, many of the purchases seemed to 
be edible!  The weekend finished as we headed home 
once more, laden with purchases, and stuffed with 
pancakes! 
 
The weather during the 
following week affected 
everything we did.  Winter had 
come to St Mary’s Hall!  The 
excitement of the children as 
the first few flakes of snow fell 

on Tuesday had to be seen to be believed!  Sliding and 
snowballs were the priority of the day at break time, until it 
was decided that it was too cold to stay outdoors.   
 
This coincided with the Upper Elements’ Greek Day and there were some really 
surreal moments with Greek soldiers and children in togas against a snowy 

background.  Despite the weather, the day was a great 
success and the children’s learning was greatly enhanced 
by their role play experience. 
 
The wisdom of the advice to stay warmly wrapped up 
soon became evident, as, once more, children 
succumbed to colds and viruses; the queues in the 
boarding office snuggling up together as they waited for 
the nurse to 
arrive and give 

medication.  Even illness wasn’t enough to 
stop the action, however.   
 
On Wednesday, several of our boarders 
were part of the scholarship gifted and 
talented trip to Lancaster 
University, where they attended 
lectures and were set challenging 
work on the Harry Potter series 
of books by J.K. Rowling.  It was 
fascinating for them to see how 
undergraduates studied and they 
really enjoyed the experience and 
tour of the university. 
 

Life on the Boarding Gallery continued in full swing, 
as we all began preparations in earnest for the parents’ 
weekend, when the all-important line matches 
scheduled.  Would they all go ahead, or would the 
weather prevent the rugby, as in previous years?  
Meanwhile, the girls were practising dance 



entertainment for the dorm decoration competition on 
the following Monday, and Pepe, whose birthday was 
on Saturday, decided that he wanted his birthday 
party early, on the Friday, so that his friends would be 
with him, and not off out with their parents. 
 

We had some fabulous events over 
the weekend, with the Music 
Concert a great success, involving 
most of the boarders, who dazzled 
us with their talent.  It was wonderful to meet those parents who 

could attend boarders’ consultations, and 
despite the anxious morning checking of 
the rugby pitches, the snow had melted 
and both the rugby and netball line 
matches went ahead, so parents could see 
their children’s prowess in the sports 
arena.   
 

Those of us who attended, thoroughly enjoyed the evening’s 
entertainment at Ewood Park, where the food and dancing were of 

excellent quality.  The highlight of the weekend for 
me was Sunday, where we enjoyed an SMH family 
Mass, celebrated by Father Howell, followed by the 
Boarders’ Parents’ 
Christmas dinner.  It 
was a real joy to see 
families reunited and 
sharing such a special 
time together.  
 
The festivities just 
didn’t seem to stop.  On 

Monday evening, the SMH staff was invited upstairs for 
mince pies and mulled wine, whilst they viewed the 
dormitories that had been decorated for the Christmas Decoration competition, judged 

by our very own Mrs Hines.  It was wonderful to see the 
enthusiasm of the children – some of whom had included 
lights, music and themselves as part of the decorations in their 
rooms!   
 
 
Once the winning 
dormitories (St Anthony 
and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe) had been 
selected, we headed 
downstairs to the 
Refectory, where the 
Boarding Committee 



had organised a Boarders’ Christmas Party.   
 
This was great fun, but tinged with a little 
sadness, as the boarders took this opportunity to 
say good bye to two of our Gaps, Miss G and 
Mr Pendleton, who finished their year at St 
Mary’s Hall on Friday.  It was apparent how 
very important a role the Gaps’ play in the lives of the children, 
and I am sure that the speeches the children made, and cards 
given to the Gaps will be treasured by them for many years to 
come. 
 

The mood quickly changed to 
one of jubilation, however, 
and the children ate and danced their way through 
the rest of the evening before heading upstairs to 
bed. 
 
On Tuesday night, the 
packing started, 
continuing on 
Wednesday, after 
Christmas presents 
and tuck in the 
Refectory, so that by 
Thursday morning 

everyone was packed up and ready to go.  Departures 
continued until our very last boarders left on Friday 
morning, by plane, by train, by coach and by car.  We do hope that you have a 
wonderful and peaceful Christmas time together and look forward to welcoming 
everyone back in 2009. 
 
With best wishes to you all, 
 
Ruth Hughes 
Director of Boarding 


