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Dear Parents,

| was chatting with some of the children at breakfast time this morning, and we
agreed that the term was already whizzing past us at an unbelievabl8irate | last
wrote to you, we have had two exciting weekends, with a week sandwiched be
them. It seems to me, looking back over this time, that these particulegrwise
help to sum up and exemplify everything that is good about SMH boarding.

The first started off with our normal relaxed Saturday afternoon. Those involveo
the teams were happily chasing balls around the home pitches, and the regtief
relaxing on the Boarding Galleries; watching the rugby or netball magcheg on;

or creating more amazing art with Mrs Hines upstairs in the Art room. Tkis wa
particularly exciting this week, as, in addition to the papiér maché

treasure chests, we were creating hand-painted umbrellas to guard
us against the worst that the Lancashire weather could throw at us.

Luckily on Sunday these preparatio
proved unnecessary as the weather
was beautiful. It was a Blandyke

After a relaxed breakfast in pyjamas, and som
free time, we wandered down to the river and &

minnows in our nets, and drinking in the winter sunshine. We
returned to enjoy a wonderful Mass, celebrated by Father Howe
with the children playing a very large part, contributing readings;

bidding prayers and some beautiful music, including a solo by Anne
Marie; organised with the help and talents of Miss Allen, Mr Gander and
Miss Moeller. We then enjoyed a fantastic Sunday lunch, joined by many
of the teachers who had shared our Mass.

Miss Moeller and Miss Mansfeld had prepared a
whole host of fun games for everyone in the

Centenaries Theatre in the early afternoon, and thefs
everybody headed off for a swim before letter writing. After tea, afiE

danced the night away with their friends in the Centenaries Theat®:! :
and we saw a Whole new side to many of our shy and retiring you\-




The new week was soon off to an

exciting start with a Family Games

night in the Sports Hall. Many of

our boarders were invited to attend

with families of day pupils;
competing against those who chose to form boarding
groups with Gap Tutors, successfully competing in the
many games on offer, from “Hunt the Queen” to chasing
balloons and telling jokes. Great fun, and a rather late bed time was enjoygcbg a
we were very grateful to Mrs Eastwood and her Children for
Children Committee who organised such a wonderful evening for
all of us.

Evening fun on the Boarding Gallery

continued throughout the week, with our

normal activities such as football, Music

practice, ICT and swimming — and the

very special fun only to be had on the

girls’ Gallery (although some of the boys
have now put in a request for a manicure and dance night of their own!!)
Our youngest girls are also now enjoying their new “princess” bed canopies,
which make them feel very special indeed.

Things improved further with the long-awaited arrival of
our newest Gap Tutor, Miss Broomhall, all the way from
Tasmania, Australia. She has already proven a huge hit
with the children and there was great competition to go
swimming in her group on Thursday evening, when she
arrived. This shows, | think, that we believe literally in
throwing our staff in at the deep end!

Before we knew where we were, we were in the middle of an intense
new weekend, with many children travelling away
for their fiercely fought netball, hockey and rugby
matches against Ampleforth, and everyone, home
and away, trying passionately to win, with mixed
success. Such energy was not without
consequence, and we ended up with one brave boarder
sporting a plaster cast as a result of an encounter, not
with a fierce opposing team, but with the
floor in the showers afterwards!

The afternoon ended with a Vigil Mass at
the College, birthday celebrations for Sue
and her friends at her special birthday

party, and our hugely
enjoyable movie in
the Centenaries
Theatre before bed.

On Sunday morning we woke up late and
breakfasted in pyjamas again — which was just as



well because many of the children were feeling exhausted
from the previous day’s travels and sporting exertions.

Excitement and energy
levels grew, however, as we
set off for the whole day to
one of the most looked-
forward-to trips on our
calendar — Sandcastles Water Theme Park in Blackpool.
Everyone absolutely loved it! Mr Hughes and | started off
seated in the “dry” area
with a few reluctant
swimmers who weren’t
sure that they wanted to get wet — and as the day
progressed, they all decided that it looked so much fun
they would have to go into the water after all. We even
had one little boy who was so sure that he would not
want to swim, he left his
costume at home. We
ended up going to the shop
to buy him one so that he could join in!

The massive smiles on all their delighted faces soon showed
they did not regret this decision — and even Jaime had his
plaster cast waterproofed by Miss
Moeller so that he could also take
part in the fun. For lunch, instead of
our usual packed meal, we ate hot
dogs, burgers and chips with our fizzy drinks and the day was
voted a huge success overall.

Upon our arrival back
at Saint Mary’ Hall,
Ruds parents in
particular will be
delighted to learn that
there was letter
writing followed
by studies as
normal — and
everyone
worked very
hard! There
were stories before bedtime for our younger boarders and
then lights out for everyone — after all, we had to make
sure we were well rested for school during the week!

With best wishes to you all,

Ruth Hughes
Director of Boarding



