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15th September 
Dear Parents, 
 
We’ve had another busy and fun-filled week, with Boarders starting their evening activities last 
Thursday.  Choices range from Judo through Football, Swimming, Cricket, cross-stitch, cookery, 
war-hammer and many more, even conversational Chinese! 
 
The children have just gone to bed, tired our from our busy 
weekend and the start of the new school week.  They are 
starting to learn their new routines, and now know when they 
need to finish activities and head off to the showers – although 
there are always one or two who plead for another kick of the 

football, just five 
more minutes on the 
computer, or another 
go on the playstation.  School is generally going very 
well, and I am pleased to hear many reports of well-
behaved students who are keen to learn and want to do 
their best.    
 
The weekend was really exciting. On Saturday afternoon, 
while some of  us went for a walk with the dog, watched 
a football match on 

TV, played football, or made some fantastic clocks in Art, the 
Colts went out for their Rugby practices and there was some 
terrific girls’  hockey.  
 
On Saturday evening we had visitors from the Oratory School 
and we all watched Robots together in the Centenaries Theatre, 
munching our tuck happily as we watched this great cartoon 
movie, but bedtime could not be too late as, after Mass on 
Sunday, we had a great adventure planned – a trip to the top of 
Pendle Hill! 

 
Eight of our boys went off to Sedbergh to compete in a Rugby 
tournament on Sunday – and made it as far as the plate cup 
final, while the rest of us 
prepared for a challenge.  
We had all prayed for good 
weather, and were lucky 
enough to see a beautiful, 
sunny start to the day.  We 
collected our picnic lunches, 

put on sensible footwear and raincoats (just in case!) and boarded 
the coach.  As we approached the hill, the children started to get 
a little apprehensive – “Mrs Hughes, surely you can’ t mean we 
have to climb all the way up there?!!”  but Mr Mercer, our 
Boarding Tutor had got our route all worked out. 



 
It was great fun climbing up together – and the few complaints soon turned to gasps of appreciation 
as the children saw the stunning views from the hills.  We all helped and encouraged one another, 
and when we finally reached the top, sat down and enjoyed a wonderful picnic, with chicken, 
sausage rolls and four kinds of sandwiches!  I’m sure the photographs speak for what a wonderful 
experience we had – and many of the children have already asked when they can go back again, 
despite a few aching legs on the way up. 
 

When we got back to school, we had some relaxation time in the 
playrooms, and watched a little television, before feasting again 
on our family Sunday lunch – which, because of the picnic, we 
had for supper instead following with letter-writing and studies 
before a well-deserved sleep. 
 

So, as you can see, we have been busy and had lots of 
fun this week.  We hope that you are well and also 
enjoying yourselves. 
 

 
 
 
With best wishes to you all, 
 
Ruth Hughes 
Director of Boarding 
 


