
Stonyhurst, St Mary’s Hall 
Clitheroe 

Lancashire 
BB7 9PU 

 
7th February 2009 

 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
It has certainly been a week for birthday celebrations!  We 
have had six, so far, and are looking forward to another two 
tomorrow.  We started off on the last Friday of January with 
a double (and rather noisy!) celebration, for Favour and 
Guillermo, celebrated in the Refectory, before launching 

into a weekend of busy and 
enjoyable activities. 
 
Last weekend was one of our 
busiest sporting Saturdays to 
date, especially for Rugby, with nearly every single child 
involved in a match of some sort.  The games against 
Packwood Haugh were hard fought, but once more mixed in 
outcome.  The games I saw were really exciting and despite 

the bitterly cold weather, the children played with dedication and 
determination. 
 
Those not involved in the sport took part in 
Art, where beautiful picture frames were 
designed and painted, enjoyed ICT and went 
dog walking.  Groups of us also watched the 
action out on the pitches, where we wrapped 

up as warmly as possible against the bitter wind.  After all that, we 
certainly enjoyed snuggling up in our duvets with our tuck in the 

Centenaries Theatre later on, ready to watch the 
evening movie.  Those who had played were tired and 
definitely in need of tuck! 
 
Sunday had been eagerly anticipated as, after our usual 
breakfast in pyjamas, College Mass and fabulous Sunday 
lunch, we headed off into Preston to do some shopping.  

It’s amazing how far pocket money can go in shops 
like Poundland and JJB Sports when there’s a sale 
on; and some of us found some very weird and 
wonderful objects to purchase.   
 

What was great about the whole 
day was the chance to wander 
around with our friends and take 
part in a little retail therapy.  Some 
of the groups stayed mostly inside 
in the Malls for warmth, whereas 



others were braver and chanced the snow falling lightly in 
the High Street throughout the afternoon. 
 
Upon our return to Saint Mary’s Hall, we had letter-
writing and studies as usual, followed by our normal 
evening activities, and then sleep to 
recharge the batteries before Monday. 
 
Monday morning got off to a great 

start in assembly.  Line period awards took place, and from amongst 
the boarders it was a bit of a family affair, as Chidinma won the cup 
for the most social credits, and Chidiebere won the Optimus Dormitor 
trophy, having achieved the most stars overall on the Boarding 
Gallery so far this term.  We also welcomed Christian, our newest 

boarder.  He has had a great first week with us and we are 
delighted that he has joined us up on the Boarding Gallery. 
 
On Tuesday we celebrated Mark’s 
birthday, the third of the week.  By  
then school and activities were 
already in full swing.  Sometimes I 
worry whether or not there are too 
many organised activities in case the 
children feel they don’t get enough 
“down time”.  The girls certainly 

don’t seem to think that this is the case, as they have organised 
their own special programme up on the Girls’ Gallery in addition to 
what we already offer.  There are Spanish lessons on a Monday, 

Manicures on a Tuesday, Talent Show 
rehearsals on a Thursday, not to mention the 
by now traditional Friday night dances! 
 
You may have noticed that Wednesday is 
missing from the list.  Well, Wednesday is 
already a very busy night.  Not only is it bed-
changing and drawer-tidying night, but our Gap Evaluation 

groups have successfully moved to this evening, meaning we 
can better cater for the needs of our 
weekly boarders.  We move off in 
our groups, named by the children, 
talk about how the week has gone 
for each child, and complete self-
evaluation forms.  Then we discuss 
things of importance to the Boarders 
– often from suggestions made by 
the Boarding Committee in our 

Friday evening meetings.  Last week we discussed issues 

concerning 
personal hygiene 
and this week it 
was the all-
important subject 



of tuck – whether or not it is 
practicable for us to have our 
own tuck available some of the 
time.  It is, most importantly, a 
chance for the children to get to 
know one another and the Gap 
Staff a little better, and to express their opinions freely in small, 

mixed age groups. 
 
We somehow managed to fit all that in together with the celebration of three more 
birthdays, as Santi, Mark and Anne-Marie shared the 
Refectory to host three more parties!!! 
 
The highlight of the end of the week came with the great 
excitement of finding a bird trapped in the Girls’ Gallery on 
Friday – It took a concerted effort on the part of Miss 
Broomhall, Georgia, Ivo, Sophia and several others to catch 
it and release it and it was only Mrs Miller’s brainwave of 
using two of our fishing nets, that finally saved the day! 
 
Many of our older boaders headed home, or off with friends on Friday evening, as there 
was no formal school for Figures and Rudiments today, due to parents’ consultations, but 
those who stayed have had a relaxed and enjoyable, if still very chilly, winter’s day. The 

children have played touch rugby, made cushions in Art, played 
football and watched television together.  The Diablo-playing craze 
does not seem to be on the wane – everyone who is anyone has one, 
and many have also progressed to plate spinning and juggling. 
 
We have really needed this relaxed time!  It has been a week of 
excitement and of cold weather, 
although, for many of the children, there 
has been a disappointing lack of any 
deep snow.  We’ve had only enough to 
frost the trees and paint the lawns white 

for a single morning.  Not enough snow, much to the chagrin 
of some, to close the school and send us skidding down 
Paradise Hill on tea trays or sleds, despite what the television 
and newspapers have been telling us about the rest of the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Now we turn our minds towards the forthcoming half term – I know that the children are 
very much looking forward to spending some time with their families or guardians and 
I’m sure that you are very much looking forward to being together again. 
 
With best wishes to you all, 
 
 
Ruth Hughes 
Director of Boarding 


