
Stonyhurst, St Mary’s Hall 
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Lancashire 
BB7 9PU 

 
30th September 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
The exeat is coming up soon and the 
children are all excitedly looking forward 
to a break – and to spending some quality 
time with friends, family or guardians.  Some have parents coming to collect them, 
and some are accompanying friends new or old to spend time with their families.  For 
everyone, this time will hopefully provide a well-deserved rest and a change of scene, 
and we are grateful to all of you who have contributed, through granting permission, 
or hosting a child, to the success of this part of the school year.  We look forward to 
seeing them all come back full of excitement and new stories from 16.00 hrs onwards 
on Sunday. 
 

We’ve had another busy and fulfilling week, with 
boarders continuing to gain new experiences, and 
showing success in all aspects of school life.  There 
are many boarders representing the school in 
different sporting teams, and on Monday two of our 
boarders, Patrick and Nicolas, won awards for 
general knowledge and language research in the 
competitions organised by Mrs Everett – 
congratulations to them both.  We also had our first 
Dormitor prize for the best boarder awarded in 
assembly – and that went to Sue, who has proved 

both organised and conscientious up on the Girls’  Gallery. 
 
The girls gallery is not always so sober and 
ordered, as can be seen from the pictures of 
the little party they had on Friday night, 
where, instead of joining the others for the 
sports Hall and ICT activities, the girls 
decided to “ let their hair down”  and do a 
little dancing with the gaps before bed time! 

 
 
 
The weekend was one of our most eagerly 
anticipated.  We had some fantastic rugby matches 
on in the afternoon, with many of our boarders 
participating.  The weather was fantastic too, and 
the rest of us, after finishing our other Saturday 
afternoon activities, came over to watch and cheer 
on the Stonyhurst boys, as they beat both Arnold’s 



1st and 2nd IV teams.  
We also got a bit of 
impromptu boarders 
touch rugby going, and 
the regular Boarders’  
meeting was postponed 
until after four o’clock! 
 

The excitement continued later on, as, in addition to our usual Saturday night movie, 
we had a trip to the 
Theatre.  Over at the 
Assembly Room in 
the College, a 
visiting Youth 
Theatre group from 
St.Ives, Cambridge, 
put on Vision, a play 
about the life of St 
Bernadette, that is 

very dear to St Mary’s hearts, 
as it was written by our very 
own Mr. Jonathan Smith, formerly of the Boarding Gallery, and 
first directed by a Mr. Larry 
Crouch, who may be familiar to 

some of you.  Those of us who went across for the 
performance thoroughly enjoyed this moving and 
entertaining musical, and it gave a great lift to our 
Saturday night entertainment. 
 
On Sunday after mass, we once more loaded up the 
bus with picnic food and set off – this time to the 
Trafford Centre in Manchester.  In age and interest-
based groups, we set off around the shops, and had a thoroughly good time, looking at 
toys, model boats and aeroplanes, clothes, make-up and lots and lots of chocolate!  
We came back tired, but happy, loaded up with goodies and stuffed with ice-cream, 
sushi and all the good things we could buy, to enjoy another magnificent St Mary’s 

Hall Sunday roast.  Needless to say, no one went to 
bed hungry – particularly 
not Danny and his friends, 
who also enjoyed a birthday 
party in the evening. 
 
This comes to you, with all 
the best from St Mary’s 
Hall.  We wish you a 
fantastic exeat weekend. 
 

Best wishes, 
 
Ruth Hughes 



Director of Boarding 


