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14th October 2008 

 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

It is hard to believe that it is only just over a week now since the children returned from 
their exeat last Monday, happy and refreshed.  They were full of the stories of the good 
times that they had with friends and family, but were also delighted to see one another 
again.   

 
Last week was all about settling down once more into 
the routines of boarding life.  Evening activities 
commenced once again, and some of our more 
technologically-minded 
boarders trialled SKYPE for us, 
with a view to making it 
available to all in the near 
future.   
 

Our dorm-tidying competition kicked off once more – at present it 
is one of the Ruds Boys dormitories, Edward Campion, which 
seems to be in the lead.  They know that there is a trip out of their 
choice at the end of term for the winning group, and they seem 
determined to succeed – although there is still some very close 
competition, and everything to strive for!  

 
We had two birthdays to 
celebrate – Catalina’s on Friday, 
and Ignacio’s which had really 
taken place over the exeat 
weekend – but we felt that we 

couldn’ t let the 
opportunity for 
chocolate cake pass us 
by, so we celebrated 
again anyway!  The 
girls have decided that 
Friday night is party 
night, and threw a 
surprise dance party for 

Catalina in the Girls’  Gallery – any excuse for a bit of a 
boogie!   
 



We were then in a fine mood for the busy weekend we had 
lined up for us.  We had twenty-three new boarders joining 
us to try our boarding life and see if they liked it.  All of 
our existing boarders moved the dormitories around, 
everyone moving bed linen in a real team effort, so that the 
new boys and girls would not feel alone in a strange place, 
and everyone would have someone to ask advice from.   
 
They took their duties as hosts very seriously indeed, 
buddying up with the visitors, and making sure that they 
always knew where to be.  It was a wonderful couple of 
days – and we felt very proud of our boarders, who 

extended such a warm, friendly hand of welcome and 
made sure that all our visitors had a time to remember, 
and left happy and excited about their boarding 
experience.   
 
After a normal school morning, during which the 
introductory boarders attended lessons and had a tour of 
SMH and the College, almost all of our boys, and many 
of our girls had matches to play on Saturday afternoon.  
They did us proud, with the home teams winning every 
match, and the away teams putting in a very solid 
performance as well.  Those who remained made 
beautiful calendars in a special Art Activity, organised by Mrs Hines.  After this, they 
split into groups, which could choose between playing football, supporting the SMH 
teams out on the rugby fields, or heading off for the ever-popular dog walk activity.   
 
The sports teams came back over the course of the afternoon, and joined everyone in the 
playrooms, where we were all busy getting to know new 
friends, playing pool and table tennis, and simply chatting.  
In the evening, we took our tuck over to the Centenaries 
theatre and gorged ourselves on chocolate whilst watching 
“How to Eat Fried Worms.”   This hilarious, but rather 
revolting comedy, went down very well and everyone went 
to bed tired, but satisfied. 

 
Sunday was 
very special, because it was St Mary’s Hall’s 
turn to read the lesson and bidding prayers in 
Mass over at the College.  Our 
representatives, Emeka, Rhianna, Conor and 
Catalina, read beautifully and clearly, and 
we were very proud of all of them. 
 
When we got back 
after the service, 
we quickly 
changed into home 
clothes and sturdy 

footwear, and headed down to the Hodder River for a spot of 
fishing.  It was great fun, and once more we were blessed with 



fantastically beautiful weather.  In fact, everyone 
was having such a great time that we were really 
reluctant to go home, and decided to phone back 
to the kitchens and ask if we could delay lunch for 
half an hour!  It must be admitted that our success 
rate as fishermen and fisherwomen was not 
brilliant.   
 
Despite our best 
efforts, we 

succeeded in catching only two fish – and those two, it must 
be admitted, will probably only qualify as tiddlers after they 
have had a chance to grow up a bit (and, yes, they will get 
that chance – we threw them back!) but this did not dampen 
the enthusiasm of our great game hunters, Alvaro and Nma-
ElliEtta, who were very pleased with themselves indeed.  

Perhaps the lack of success of 
the rest of the team was in part 
due to the great rush of noise 
and enthusiasm.  I’m not sure whether even the wriggling 
toes of St Mary’s Hall Boarders paddling in the water could 
ever have provided enough temptation for the big ones to 
come close enough to be caught! 
 
We got back in just enough time to devour our delicious 
roast dinner – I don’ t think I’ ve 
ever seen plates cleared so 

quickly, and with such enthusiasm – there’s certainly a great 
deal to be said for working up an appetite, because even the 
vegetables 
vanished very 
quickly this 
week! 
 
After lunch we 
divided into 
dormitory 
based teams 
and headed off 
to the College 
once more, for the famous SMH 
Sherlock Holmes Quiz.  All the boarders were fascinated by the facts that they unearthed, 
and the visitors could not fail to be impressed with the wealth of history and beauty 
revealed to them. 
 
Chips for tea provided a fantastic end to a fantastic week.  We do 
hope that you are all also well and happy. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Ruth Hughes 
Director of Boarding 


