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Dear Parents,

This evening the Boarding Gallery
has been filled with a happy babble of excitement. Children have been chatting, laughing, sometimes
rushing in and out of doors; even, on occasion, running along the corridor. The Gap students have had
to be everywhere; smoothing, soothing and keeping things calm, because everyone is so excited about
half term — which for most of us means home and family. Little can dent the good humour as we look
forward to the days ahead, and when | look back at the past week, it's hard to remember what a very
busy week it has been!

On Friday night, the girls had decided that they didn’t want to
risk making their sitting room untidy with a dance party — so for
achange, they huddled up together to tell scary stories. Miss G
made sure that the stories didn’t get too scary —we all wanted to
be able to deep well, after all, and great fun was had by all!

There were some specia visitorsto the school on Saturday, as
we enjoyed our open day and showed prospective families how
proud we are of our school. Boarders played akey part in this,
and it was areal joy to watch them show off their dormitories,
and explain how they organise themselves and keep themselves

busy and happy.

As your children make their way home, | also have the rather less pleasant duty of letting you know
that, following the exeat, we have had some |ess welcome and definitely uninvited visitors, in the form
of head lice and nits. We have checked all the children, and treated every one we discovered had
unwanted company — but, please, over half term, could you be aware that this problem has occurred and
ensure that children who need to, continue to wet comb, returning refreshed and visitor free!

On ajollier note, two of our children had birthdays again
thisweek. It does sometimes seem to be a never ending
round of partiesin the refectory! All the children are,
however, very generous with their chocolate cake, and
we are delighted to celebrate their special days with
them. | think it can safely be said that both Nicholas and
Sofia enjoyed their parties.

Asfor the rest of our

time —what do we

do with ourselves?

Our usual round of

evening activities
every night includes football, ICT, Music Practices, watching TV
and now, on a Thursday night, also includes swimming —avery
popular choice!



The boys have obviously jealous of the girls' Friday night dance antics, and this week decided on a spot
of impromptu break-dancing in the Figures Playroom.

We are also now truly settling into aroutine. Activities are followed by
showers, teeth brushing, mobile
phones, and reading in bed. Children
are starting to get to know one another
well, and to know what is expected of
them in the Boarding community.
Thereisalovely secure feel to the
place, and, although many of us are
getting tired and ready for a
break, there is a readiness to help one another and to enjoy the
quiet times, as well as the busy ones.

Talking of busy times, our trip this weekend was to the
cinema at Preston. We all set off after Mass and lunch had
been enjoyed, and much
discussion took place asto
what the pre-booked films
would be like. | say films
because it had been decided
that the Ruds deserved their own movie, rated 12 to show that they were a
bit more grown up and were settling into their responsibilities. They went
with Mr Pendleton into Eagle Eye and came out buzzing — it was action
packed and they very much enjoyed it.
The rest of us saw City of Ember, a
rather dark, futuristic, tale of a crumbling society from which the
young and determined found an escape route and all ended happily.
Again, it went down well with our young viewers, who also had the
benefit of waiting for the older
pupilsin the arcade, and
spending their last few pennies
left over from the consumption of
popcorn and fizzy drinks.

Some of the boarders, particularly our overseas students are now

starting to feel the cold, especially out on the rugby field, or on the hockey pitch. | would ask that when
the children return from half term, you could check they have vests to wear under their shirts. I'm sure
that in some cases, thermal underwear would a so be much appreciated (named, of course!). It hasn’'t
started to get really icy yet, and when it does, we'd like to avoid coughs and colds as much as possible.

We wish you all avery happy and relaxing half term, and safe travelling to all of you and your loved

ones. We look forward to welcoming all the children back safely and listening to what you have al
been up to together.

Best wishes,

Ruth Hughes
Director of Boarding



