Stonyhurst, St Mary’s Hall

Clitheroe
Lancashire
BB7 9PU

Dear Parents,

We had a busy night packing last night, preparing for the half-term holic
~ A show of hands in our boarding meeting
| yesterday evening revealed how tired most of .
- are feeling — and it's not over yet. The
Rudiments pupils have another day of mock
|, Common Entrance examinations and then bot /=
"= the Rudiments and Figures children have the “*
opportunity to attend a fundraising
party for the forthcoming sports tours
to Italy in “The Pit” (more commonly
known as the Centenaries Theatre).
This meant that round two of the girls
talent show — a highlight of last week’s boarding gallery activitie
will have to be postponed until next week.

We have been delighted to welcome &
two new boarders, Zechary and '
Naomi, to our boarding community,
and | have been very impressed with the way
that they have been made welcome. The girls
made a “welcome” poster for Naomi, whereon
they all wrote messages for her, and the boys
have taken great delight in competing over wh
Zechary accompanies to which activity. It
already feels like they are part of the gang an(¥’
have enjoyed praising the boys and girls for |}

their warm and open attitudes to others, embodying our aims for boarding, of tokemence
empathy.

| was also happy to be able to pass
on the warm regards of Mr John
Cowdall, Chairman of the Stonyhurg
Governors, who joined us for the
evening last Thursday. He told me
he had very much enjoyed his time
=2 \vith the children, and remarked on
the warm sense of community, teamwork and care for one
another that he experienced during his visit.




We have had

three birthday

celebrations this

week, as Santi,

Sue and Ciara

all joined the

swelling ranks

of SMH

teenagers. They managed to combine this

with revision pressure and still have a
good time. We are also very proud to celebrate the
achievements of two new sporting heroes. Favour and
Chidiebere. Both went down to represent the North of
England and Midlands as “Barbarians” in the match against
the South on Sunday, for their respective age groups.
Despite the South winning the matches, both boys were
“Man of the Match” and both were selected to represent the
British Prep School Squads. We are very proud of them.

The weekend was also slightly unusual in other ways. Due
to the Figures’ Parents Consultations on Saturday, we had a
programme of activities for Figures and Rudiments
Boarders, instead of morning school. (Prep and Elements were most

disgruntled that, for them, school carried on

as usual). We had a variety of activities,

including games in the Centenaries Theatre

and Mr Crouch’s table tennis tournament, as

well as some free time and some revision

time in preparation for Monday’s

examinations. The early part of the

afternoon was spent either in line matches,

or watching a movie, but all of our usual

Saturday favourites were on at 3.30,
including Art, in which Mr Stokes
taught everyone how to draw cartoon
strips, Mr Page’s Outdoor
Adventures, and sporting fun with

Mr Cleary. Everyone was happily
worn out and ready for the extremely
silly Mr Bean movie, with tuck, in

the evening.

Sunday was lovely and relaxed. After Mass, we

had a few brothers and sisters visiting from the College to spend time with
their siblings, and Sunday lunch had a really special twist. We now have a
Boarders’ Food Committee — providing

recipes to give overseas boarders and

= Occasional taste of home. So, instead of
our usual Sunday roast, we had Jollof
Rice, spicy chicken and Yam, suggested
by our Nigerian children. | was
delighted with how many children tried




and enjoyed this delicious food, (although
there were some who stuck to the more
familiar option of Lasagne and
vegetables). Most of the children really
liked the rice. Some thought it was too
spicy, and some not spicy enough, which
suggests the kitchen staff had got it about
right.

In the afternoon we had two dance workshops, to work off some of
the chocolate cake we had for pudding. Mr Reeder’s Dance
school came in to teach us FreeDance, a
combination of disco and hip-hop, which
really stretched our dancing ability. We
then had a break for a fun swim over at the
College, and returned to do Line dancing,
which was authentically lively, complete
with cowboy hats. Everyone enjoyed the
simple moves, and worked together in teams
to create and adapt our own versions of the songs and dances for a
competition, which was eventually won by one of the girls’ groups for a
change.

Since then, we have had
examinations, assemblies, and
a visit from our inspectors,
who seem to have enjoyed the
time spent with your children.
We are sure they have taken
this opportunity to show them
how very proud they are of
their school.

This comes with best wishes from all of us at
Saint Mary’s Hall,

Ruth
Hughes
Director of
Boarding



