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Dear Parents, 
 
Mr Crouch assured us in assembly on Monday morning that “Spring is in 
the air” and there has been a definite change in temperature this week, 

with some wonderful sunshine, catkins starting to appear on 
the branches, and the spring flowers making a determined 
effort to emerge from the chilled ground.  Certainly up on 
the boarders’ galleries, there is a feeling of lively 
anticipation as the evenings become longer and the sun 
floods through the curtains when we open them in the morning – a happy 
contrast to the long winter months of darkness we are emerging from.  Perhaps 
the feeling of excitement is compounded by the Rudiments pupils having 
finished their examinations – although I know 
that the results have been awaited with some 
trepidation.  It is not for nothing that “mock” 

rhymes with “shock” – and although many of our children 
are justifiably pleased with 
how they have performed, 
there are a few who have now 
realised at what a high 
standard the Common 
Entrance examinations are set, 
and how much work is still left to do before the Summer Term.  
Revision is a key word – and having good 
revision notes, like Somkene and Ifeoma 
who won the “Boarders best set of revision 
notes” competition this week, is vital.   

 
It is now a week since we returned from our 
half term break, and life is as busy as ever.  
We started off the week with a round of 
celebration.  First there was Juan’s birthday 
party.  Next Paloma won the “Optimus 
Dormitor” or “best boarder” prize for the line 
period, exemplifying the 
qualities of helpfulness 
and cooperation. A large 

number of  boarders had their art work selected by Mrs 
Hines for display in Silk café in Longridge over half 
term.  Congratulations to Sue, Uzo Jaime, Joaquin, 



Diego, Alex, Conor, Freddie, Henri, 
Somkene, Yoma and Pablo. Our sports stars 
have been busy as well, travelling to fixtures 
all over the country.  Santi, Favour, Miguel, 
Matthew, Freddie, Jaime, Markiyan,, Henri 
and Pepe have all represented or will shortly 
be representing SMH in Rugby 7’s 
Tournaments, and Chidinma, 

Catalina, Carlota, Somkene, Ifeoma and 
Molly are all representing the school at 
the IAPS Netball Tournaments in their 
age groups. 
 
After settling back into school upon their 
return, and getting used to early 
mornings once again, the boarders were 
ready for their first weekend back.  They 
had a great Saturday afternoon, with all their 

usual favourite activities like Art – and also the new 
and popular games in the Centenaries Theatre with Mr 
Ogarrio and Miss Lyons.   
 
We went to Vigil Mass on Saturday evening, as there 
was a long-distance trip to York leaving at 10.00 am 

on Sunday, led by Mr Stokes and Mrs 
Ashton.  York is a beautiful mediaeval 
city, and the children were able to visit 
the impressive Minster and city walls, 
as well as experience the thrills of the Dungeon, 
where they loved being terrified by stories of 
human iniquity in centuries past.  They were also 
able to view first hand the destruction left where 
the River Ouse had burst its banks, immersing 
cars and footpaths alike. 
 

The children were tired but happy upon their return, and slept well after supper and evening 
studies had been completed.  Our new week at school has 
continued to be full of fun surprises.  The Boarding 
Committee has managed to persuade 
Mr Winckley to provide pancakes 
and waffles for breakfast again, and 
the whole of Year 7 have been 
invited to a party – I will be 
contacting Year 7 parents regarding 
this in due course.  The change in 
weather has meant that some of our 

boarders are succumbing to a spring cold, and we are carefully looking after everyone’s health 
at the moment.   
 
We hope that you are well back at home, and that you enjoy 
these photos of what your children are up to.  On the very last 
Thursday of the first half of term, there was a fundraising Sports 
party for Year 7 and 8 in “The Pit.”  I end this letter with a few 
pictures of the children enjoying themselves at this fun event. 



 
Next week I should be able to provide you with news of who has won our t-
shirt/ hoodie design competition for our boarders’ summer camp.  Last week 
our gap evaluation groups produced some great designs while we completed 
our evaluation forms and discussed the importance of tolerance in our 
boarding community.  This Wednesday we spoke about respect, and as 
usual, I was impressed with the maturity and consideration for others 
expressed by such young people. 
 
This comes with best wishes from all of us at Saint Mary’s Hall. 
 
 
Ruth Hughes 
Director of Boarding 


