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Dear Parents, 
 
Teachers and children have been on their best behaviour this week, 
showing off a school of which we are 
justifiably proud, to our visiting inspection 
team.  Although the results are yet to be 
published, I was delighted to be able to pass 

on to the children a commendation from the inspector who visited the 
boarding gallery.  She told me how polite and 
hospitable the boys and girls had been, 
showing off everything they loved about 
boarding life; and what a credit she felt they 
were, both to the school and to their parents. 
 
We’ve had a busy week for birthdays, too, 
with Uzo, Henri, Aitana and Annabel all 
celebrating theirs.  The sport has been very 
eventful with teams in and out, travelling to 
far away fixtures as well as those based closer 
to home.  We’ve even ended up with a 
sporting injury, and Lombe is proudly 
wearing a bright red plaster cast on his 
injured thumb.  He was incredibly brave and 
really didn’t complain at all, assuring me 
that the Friday night muffins made up for a 
little discomfort! 
 
Last weekend involved an exciting start for 

boarders on Saturday.  Several of our Rudiments pupils were asked 
to represent the school during the Rudiments 
consultations, showing parents around and 
assisting with refreshments and time-keeping.  
Those Figures and Rudiments’ pupils not thus 
occupied were in for a rare treat.  Mr Watson 
had booked a team-building group to come in 
and share their expertise with us, organising 



everything from problem-
solving to ultimate frizbee and 
handball.  Although a few 
complained initially about 
going outside, we wrapped up 
warmly against the cold and everyone 
ended up having a great time. 

 
In the afternoon we had our normal activities, with Art, 
adventures, rugby, games and relaxation on the 
galleries amongst the highlights, before showers and 
our Saturday night movie in the theatre.   
 

On Sunday, straight after Mass we headed out to 
Laser Quest in Preston.  For a special treat, the 
children were allowed to buy their own lunch, 
either at Subway, or MacDonalds.  Surprise, 
surprise, all of the gap groups chose to eat at 
MacDonalds!  There was great enthusiasm in 
the team-shooting, and I was told about 
everyone’s high scores upon the group’s return 

– apparently the green team won every time!! 
 
The children got back to Saint Mary’s Hall 
in time to go swimming and have tea 
before evening studies, and during the course of the evening the 
children who had been visiting 
friends for weekend exeats, and those 
who had been away at the Oratory 7-
a-side Tournament returned during 
the course of the evening until we 

were once more up at full boarding strength. 
 
We hope that you have also had a busy and fulfilling week! 

 
This comes with best wishes from all of us at Saint 
Mary’s Hall. 
 
 
Ruth Hughes 
Director of 
Boarding 


