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Dear Parents,

It has been a glorious balmy sprin
afternoon, just perfect for the
Stonyhurst Sevens which have
been being played on the pitches
beneath the Boarding Office
window. | have been unable to
resist abandoning paperwork for
part of the afternoon, and heading out to watch the children
playing — and in the matches | saw,
playing brilliantly. The girls have also been
showing their teamwork skills as they tackle
the opposition on the netball courts and
everyone seems to be having a thoroughly
good time.

| feel a little dazzled by the speed with whic
" last week has whizzed by. There have been
numerous sporting and musical
excursions, from the*1VII
overnighting at Caldicott on Tuesda
night, to play at the Caldicot 7’s on
Wednesday, to Danny, Sue, Ciara,
- Molly, Tomiwa and Zachary
representing SMH at the Joint Jesu
Schools’ Concert in London on
Friday, arriving home very late and
earning themselves a well deserved
lie in on Saturday morning. Mr Crouch reported
back that they were amazing and a real credit to {
school.

They were up and about in time to join in with theZ &
boarding activities on Saturday afternoon. The
s younger boys in the Colts were off playing 7’s
rugby at Terra Nova, so Mr Page had an older and more robust crowd
for his afternoon adventure. Despite Pepe being camera shy, it seems
they had a great time. The art crowd enjoyed Mrs Hines’ hospitality, and there
Is a growing number who enjoy heading down to the Centenaries Theatre for



games with Mr Ogarrio and Miss Reynolds.
Others preferred to relax in ICT and on the
galleries. We then went off to Vigil Mass at St
Peter’s before tea and the long-awaited showing
of Night at the Museum 2in the Centenaries
Theatre, which was a great end to a great day.

Several of the children had visits from parents who were attending
the Poetry weekend at the College — and a few even got to go out for dkeats lovely to
see these excited reunions — and lovely to get to catch up with those parents who visited.

We had a lovely relaxed Sunday morning, with

breakfast in pyjamas before gathering our thermals and

thick socks together for a visit ihe Chill Factor in

Manchester. As we arrived, the lady who was checking

us in remarked, “My goodness, | wish my school had

organised trips like this when | was growing up!” and |

must admit that it was one of the best excursions we

have taken the boarders on. | was deeply impressed by

the skills of our skiers and snowboarders, whilst those

who were less confident on the slopes, or who simply fancied a

change, skidded down the ice-chute of the Luge. We fitted in

time for shopping (which appeared to mean the purchasing of

ice-cream and pizza for many of your children!) before

heading back for tea at Saint Mary’s Hall. The evening ended

with letter-writing, studies and a deep, deep sleep before
school on Monday.

Tuesday night also proved exciting for most of the
Figures children, as they headed off to the Octagon in
Bolton for an evening at the Theatre watching “And
Did Those Feet,” a trip organised by Mr Page. It was a
brilliant night’s entertainment, but what really made my
evening was being approached by several members of
the public after the show and asked, “Are these your
children? Because they have been beautifully behaved.
They're a real credit to you.” What a pleasure it is to
take out a group like this!

| know that the time continues to slip past us,
and soon it will be the Easter holidays and your
children will be home with you once again. Mr
Stokes is busy arranging the travel, and the
necessity of packing up all our things will
quickly be upon us.

Mrs Miller has kindly offered to drive a mini bus

Lily’s party on Saturday, to which the Figures children have
all been invited, and Mrs Halsall has also offered to take a car
full. Your children have been asked to phone you about this,
and ask for your permission to attend. If any of you would
prefer your child not to go, please could you email me and let
me know. It is not a school event and these parents have
offered to help out on an informal basis.



This weekend we will be having a visit from the KEQM hockey team, who will be glayin
boarders on Sunday morning, as well as a regional gymnastics competition over at the
College. We hope we'll still have time to fit in some Easter Fun in the forneadure hunts!
We hope that you also enjoy the weekend to come.

This comes with best wishes from all of us at Saint Mary’s Hall.

Ruth Hughes
Director of Boarding



