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From the Headmaster 

 Visit to St Paul’s Primary, Musami, Zimbabwe 

For once, the Headmaster is going to try and write something interesting for the 
parents!   

Mrs Robinson, Mr Miller and I are back from Zimbabwe - albeit 24 hours later than 
we intended - courtesy of Virgin Atlantic inefficiency.  

We have had an amazing time - difficult to put into words. There were so many 
experiences and there was so much to learn. The jump from the detailed inspection 
regulations to the hard detail of living in Africa was a lot to comprehend. In a country 
where light switches give you electric shocks (when there is electricity) they would 
have laughed at the things we have to comply with! We were to have a week of 
shocks (not just electric ones), elation, disappointment and sometimes uncontrolled 
laughter.  

We were given a very warm welcome and had to accept "celebrity status" however 
little we wanted that. The children surrounded us all the time for handshakes and high 
fives. They are happy and biddable in spite of any difficulties they have. Mr Miller 
and I stayed in the Jesuit House. I had the “Executive Room” because it had a sink in 

it (no water though!) Mrs Robinson got the short 
straw in a convent house with no drainage and only 
a gecko on the wall for company. She also got 
bitten to bits. 

  

 

 

            “Meel-a! Meel-a!” 

High Fives! 

Mass on Sunday at St Peter’s Church 10am:  All Welc ome  
 



Musami has 4 institutions: a hospital, a boarding high school, St Paul's primary and 
the Arrupe Centre for disabled children (deaf and/or dumb). Curiously very few 
children go from St Paul's to the high school because the fees are too  

expensive ($250 US a term!) We spent most of our time at St Paul's but were able to 
visit all of the others as well as two other Mission outposts.  

Zimbabwe is very beautiful but the people at 
Musami live in difficult conditions. It is pretty 
hot (they are waiting for the necessary rains for 
harvest) and basic amenities are unreliable. 
Electricity is off about half the time and when 
it is off there is no running water. Food is basic 
- their favourite dish is sadza which is a corn 
porridge of some kind. It has the texture of 
wallpaper paste and is tasteless and 
unappetizing and I just couldn’t eat it.  

  

The school runs well in spite of massive difficulties. In each class (40 - 50 children) at 
least 10 have to stand up or sit on the floor because there is not enough furniture. 

Teaching is dull - the main resource is the 
blackboard from which much copying goes on. 
The national language is Shona so the children 
are learning all of their subjects in their second 
language. Furthermore the curriculum looks 
something like the books in use in the early 
1970s. Teacher morale is low - they only get 
$150 a 
month 
- and 
whilst 

 we were there, the government schools were 
all on strike. Just to give an idea of what $150 
dollars is, on the last day I paid for a one 
course lunch for 7 people at a restaurant in 
Harare. In England, top side, this would have 
been about £140. It came to $100 - two thirds 
of a teacher's monthly salary. The country has improved since the adoption of the US 
dollar – previously it was the Zim dollar which finally collapsed when they had to 
introduce the 30 billion dollar note!  

The good news is that the companionship is making a huge difference to them. All 
over the school there is evidence of how they value the companionship. Also, all of 
the things we have bought for them are in use - the computers (when there is 
electricity) and the textbooks. Of course needless to say they lobbied hard for what 
else they need and of course we emphasised that the things we give come from hard 
raised, limited funds from our children and parents and so we had to disappoint them. 

At the chalk face 

Nowhere to sit but the floor 

Going up! 



They were delighted about all the things we took with us but it is important for them 
to understand that we are not the magic wand and that our gifts are incidental to our 
purpose. What we most value is the companionship. It was enjoyable to teach the 
children the Our Father in English and I have come back with recordings of their 
Kyrie in Shona which I am hoping Miss Allen can teach our children.  

There were times in the week when I found myself asking whether the gulf between 
us is too wide but on reflection I am sure that the connection between us is valid and 
meaningful. We have made a difference to them and they have made a difference to 
us. When they visit in November that will be reinforced. If there was one thing that 
stood out above every other experience it was the limitless cheerfulness and welcome 
given to us by the children; their welcome was effusive, uninhibited and without 
complication. 

One extraordinary feature of the place was that children from the Arrupe Centre (for 
the deaf, deaf and dumb and mentally disabled) were integrated into the school. Many 
of them were orphans - disowned because their condition is deemed to bring shame on 
the family - and yet here there was a genuine home and family. Of all the lessons I 
observed these were the ones that gave me hope. I think that here was a lesson for us 
about our perception of disability and the way we deal with it in this country.  

We were lucky to meet some fantastic people. The Jesuit community consisted of Fr 
Karl Steffens, a very deaf but robust 75 year old. He put us right on all sorts of things 
and drove us around at speeds close to 100mph. (Mr Miller and I always ensured that 
Mrs Robinson, as a lady, should sit in the front for these journeys!) It made for one of 
those rare occasions where she was rendered speechless! Also there was Brother 
Joseph and Fr Tom Jackson. All 3 had a calm and gentle spirituality that pervaded the 
Jesuit house. Even so I think they enjoyed our more secular company. We also met a 
Fr Landsberg at Mbare, a desperate township in the outskirts of Harare. In spite of 
appalling living conditions the place was full of energy and cheerfulness (though we 
had to hold on to our wallets carefully).  

We had a couple of excursions which were most enjoyable and there was a third in 
Johannesburg because we had to wait a day there. We went to the township of Soweto 
which, strangely, threw light on our experience in Zimbabwe because the 1976 
demonstrations had all been about teaching Afrikaans in favour of Bantu, the first 
language. At St Paul’s we found ourselves questioning whether English was a suitable 
language for the less able children and that they would fare better in their native 
Shona.  

Mrs Robinson was brilliant. She never complained and only lost her glasses a few 
times. Mr Miller was the star of the show. As a 
result of his rather forthright footballing technique 

Traditional Games 



the children have all learnt to yell “Miller!” whenever they head the ball.  

Zimbabwe is still a very troubled country. We felt safe most of the time except 
perhaps for a visit to the local township one evening and our walk through Mbare. 
However we cannot be confident that this window of opportunity will last. Fr 
Landsberg was pretty despondent about the future and he pointed out that there are 
plenty more less educated Robert Mugabes waiting in the wings. We have even heard 
that Fr Steffens was called in by the Zimbabwe CID on Friday to explain who we 
were and what had been the purpose of our visit.  

As for the future, I foresee increased correspondence between staff and pupils in both 
schools. We have agreed a curriculum which will look at Sustainable Environments, 
Diversity and Social Justice. Particular areas to be covered are Transport and Clothes. 
The social justice theme is a little trickier but we have some ideas on that as well. We 
have also agreed that the next initiative for giving will be for more chairs, desks and 
text books – the basics rather than the technological.  

I could go on for ages but I am sure we will do assemblies and displays. At least this 
gives you a very rough sketch as we head back into the second part of the inspection. 

L A Crouch. 
 
 
Home clothes day  
 
Next Friday 5th March we will be celebrating the life of William Magowan as it would have 
been his and Christopher’s birthday on Saturday 6th March. Mr Turvey will be doing a special 
assembly on Wednesday 3rd March for the children. On Friday we will have a whole school 
Mass in the Centenaries Theatre. It will be a home clothes day and the children will be 
encouraged to wear something yellow as it was William’s favourite colour .  
 
Rudiments Mock Common Entrance Exam Results  
  
Exam papers are currently being marked and the results will be emailed to all Rudiments 
parents next Monday - 1st March. If any parents have not received the results by Tuesday 
2nd March please contact Reception and arrangements will be made to ensure that you 
receive them. 
  
Rudiments Day Parents Consultations - Saturday 6th March  
  
Consultations for day parents of Rudiments will take place next Saturday (6th March) in the 
Sports Hall between 8.30am and 1pm. Appointment times will be sent out to parents early 
next week. Due to the large number of day pupils in the playroom this year, committee 
members will again act as timekeepers. Teaching staff have been specifically asked to 
arrange separate appointments on a mutually convenient day for any parent who wishes to 
have a more detailed conversation than the five minute appointment times allow on the 
Saturday morning. 
  
There will be no school for Figures or Rudiments on this morning. Prep and Elements school 
continues as normal. 
 
Fairtrade  
 
The SMH Fairtrade group are organising an event for Saturday 6th March, please keep an 
eye out for further information! 



 
CAR SPEED LIMIT 
 
It has been brought to our attention that vehicles are not observing the campus speed limit 
when coming onto and leaving the campus.  Parents and visitors are asked to observe the 5 
m.p.h  speed limit that is in operation throughout St Mary’s Hall and Stonyhurst campus. 
 
 
Interline Music Competition  
 
This has unfortunately had to be postponed. It will now take place next term instead of Friday 
March 5th as in the calendar. 
More time to practise! 
 
Miss Allen 

Hodder House   

Hodder House Book Week Event 15th March 2010   

During the week beginning 15th March Hodder House will be running a Book Week Event. 
The theme this year is Children as Authors and the focus will be story characters.  

I would like the children to start thinking of a book they might like to write, not one they have 
read. They will need to think of the main character in the story and you can help in this 
process by talking to them about the following:  

Is it a person, an animal, an alien, a monster?  
Is it a boy or a girl?  
How tall/old is the character?  
What does he/she wear/what colour is it/what is its fur like etc?  
What does the character do? (e.g. fireman, alien hunter, looks after the children, flies a jet.....)  
What is the character like? (e.g. kind, tough, friendly, mean, scary, clever......)  
Where does the character live?  
What is the character's favourite food?  

Dress-Up Day - All children will be able to come to school dressed as their own imaginary 
character or a favourite on Monday 15th March. 

Book Fair - There will be a Book Fair on Monday 15th March in SMH Reception for all Hodder 
House and SMH children.  

Hodder Toddlers   

Wednesday 3rd March - Theme: Mothers and Babies  

Fixtures List  

Home Matches  
 

Date 
 

Sport  Team Start  Opposition  Pick Up  

Thursday 
4th March 

Hockey U9 & U11 1615 Westholme 1730 

Saturday 
6th March 

Rugby U10 1430 Cargilfield 1600 



 
Away Matches  

 
Date 

 
Sport  Team Depart  Start  Opposition  Pick Up  

Saturday 
 27th February 

Netball U12A & B, 
U13A & B 

  Windermere 
St. Annes 
Cancelled  

 

Sunday 
 28th February 

Rugby 1st VII & 
Colts VII 

10.00 12.00 Malsis 17.30 

Monday 
1st March 

Netball U12A & 
U13B 

15.00 15.45 QEGS 18.00 

Wednesday 
3rd March 

Rugby 1st VII 08.30 12.00 Terrington 
Hall Sevens 

20.30 

Wednesday 
3rd March 

Rugby Colts A VII 09.30 13.00 Packwood 
Haugh 

20.30 

Wednesday 
3rd March 

Netball U12A & B 11.45 13.15 Giggleswick 
Tournament 

17.00 

Wednesday 
      3rd March 

Netball U11A 11.00 13.00 Sedbergh 
Tournament 

18.30 

Thursday  
4th March 

Netball U11A 06.45 10.00 IAPS U11 
Netball 

18.30 

Friday 5th March Netball U12/U13 Friday 
06.45 

10.00 IAPS U12 & 
U13 Netball 
and Rydal 

Tournament 

Saturday 
19.00 

Sunday 7th March Rugby 1st VII & 
2nd VII 

Saturday 
13.30 

10.30 Oratory 
Tournament 

Sunday 
22.00 

 
 


